	Yuichi Kanai
Kyosho Inferno MP-7.5
2000 IFMAR 1/8 Scale
Off-Road World Champion

It’s no surprise that Yuichi knows his way around the Inferno MP-7.5—he designed the thing! It also stands to reason that if a guy has the chops to design a world-class 1/8-scale buggy, he can probably drive one pretty well, too. Yuichi more than proved that theory with his performance at the 2000 1/8-scale Off-Road World Championship in Las Vegas, where a blazing-fast, monster-jump-infested course tested the limits of man and machine. The setup shown here is straight from Yuichi’s Worlds car. You can still see the Vegas dirt on it! 
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Right:
Big ol’ hose clamps make certain Yuichi’s Inferno doesn’t blow a coupler. Check out the low-profile engine mounts. 
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The stock Inferno MP-7.5 shock tower has four holes per side; this one has six. The innermost positions Yuichi used aren’t possible with the stock tower.
Modifications

• It’s easy to imagine that, as a matter of pride, the designer of the MP-7.5 would race his baby mostly stock. Yuichi did just that, and his MP-7.5 looks entirely stock at first glance, but as always, there are mods to be found. 

• If you look closely at the shot of the chassis’ underside, you can see a bulge in it for clutch-bell clearance. The chassis lets the engine sit extra low, thanks to lowered engine mounts, and this helps lower the 7.5’s center of gravity. 

• The front shock tower has been replaced by a new model with additional shock positions. Again, no word if this will become a factory part, but it does looks like a production piece.

• The Inferno’s fuel tank holds slightly less fuel than the IFMAR maximum-capacity rule allows, so a large fuel filter was added to increase the total capacity of the fuel system (IFMAR rules include the volume of fuel held by filters and the fuel line as part of the total fuel capacity).

• An additional stiffening rod, not included with the stock kit, was added to the chassis’ front.

• Yuichi installed dual brake discs on each side of the center differential for more consistent, fade-free braking.

[image: image2.jpg]



How many of us skip the foam padding on the receiver? Yuichi isn’t taking any chances. The tape on the receiver pack works as a handle for easier removal.
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A few nice touches here. First, the wire-supported air filter (we all want one); second, the handmade splashguard; third, the large filter, which increases overall fuel-system capacity. 

	 
	RACE GEAR 

Transmitter: Futaba 3PJS
Receiver: Futaba
Steering servo: Futaba S9450
Throttle servo: Futaba S9450
Engine: RB Concept S7W
Manifold: RB Concept
Pipe: RB Concept 063
Fuel: Pro Spec 30-percent Nitro 

SUSPENSION 

Shock fluid:
FRONT, 400WT
REAR, 350WT
Springs: F,Blue R, Blue
Pistons: F, 2-hole R, 2-hole
Lower shock position:
F, Inside hole R,Inside hole
Upper shock position:
F, Middle hole, lower row
R, Inside hole, upper row
Camber: F,-2° R,-2є
Camber-link position (hub):R, Outer hole
Camber-link position (tower): R, Hole 4
Arm position:Front, B, upper and lower
Toe: F, 1° out R, 2° in
Swaybar: F, 2.5 R, 2.8
Hub position: R, Under
Steering-plate position : F, Hole C 

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch bell/spur: 13/46
Clutch: 2-shoe, soft spring
Diff fluid: 700WT

TIRES AND WHEELS

Tires: Pro-Line Crime Fighter
Wheels: Kyosho
Foam insert: Pro-Line


FACTORY OPTIONS/ AFTERMARKET PARTS

KYOSHO
• rear universal axles—
  part no. IFW-114.
• center universal axles—
  IFW-45.
• 6-hole front shock tower—
  IFW-116.
• large-capacity fuel filter—
  1876.
• front chassis stiffener—
  IFW-112.
• turnbuckle camber link (F/R)—
  IFW-108/IFW-109.
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	Left: the Vegas track was tough on the buggies, as shown here. When a hard-anodized chassis is scuffed like this, you know it’s being slammed. Note the bulge in front of the flywheel slot; it allows clutch clearance when running low-profile engine mounts. 


